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SUMMARY
Complete census of all known Greenland White-fronted Goose wintering haunts found a total of 19,251 birds in autumn 1994 and 16,635 in spring 1995.  These comprised 3 and 0 birds in England, 147 and 155 in Wales, 12,350 and 9652 on Islay and  6751 and 6828 in the rest of Scotland in autumn and spring respectively.   Due to missing counts, 0.9% of the autumn count and 1.0% (164 at 2 sites) of the totals have been estimated using the previous years( values.  Breeding success was about average, with 14.0% young (n=6079 aged), brood size was about average at 3.6 (n=177 broods).  We await the figures from Ireland to complete our estimate of the world population of Greenland White-fronted Geese.
INTRODUCTION
The 1994/95 survey was the thirteenth annual census of Greenland White-fronted Geese carried out in Great Britain by the Greenland White-fronted Goose Study.  As usual, full census was attempted in autumn and spring to coincide with the International counts made concurrent​ly in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland and co-ordinated there by the National Parks and Wildlife Service from Dublin.  

COUNT TOTALS

The counts presented here are based on the regular coverage of all known regular wintering sites organised by GWGS, but also incorporate counts carried out by Scottish National Heritage, as well as some data from the WeBs database managed by The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust from Slimbridge, especially of Greenland White-fronted Geese reported from elsewhere in Britain away from the regular wintering haunts.  The British totals were 19,251 birds in autumn 1994 and 16,635 in spring 1995 (see full listing at the end of the report).  Complete coverage was obtained except for Kilaulay (South Uist, Western Isles; 109 birds) and Muck (Inner Hebrides; 55 birds) where missing counts were substituted by the previous years( maximum numbers.   Hence, 0.9% of the autumn count and 1.0% of the spring totals have been estimated based on missing values from these 2 sites in the autumn and spring counts.  No count was available from Endrick Mouth, Loch Lomond in the spring census period, so the December count of 230 was substituted.

AGE RATIOS

Breeding success for Greenland White-fronted Geese from the summer of 1994 was average, the proportion of young being 14.0% amongst the aged sample, down on last winter.  The mean brood size was 3.6 (see Table 1) based on a samples from a relative​ly restricted number of sites.  

Table 1.  Summary of age ratio determinations and brood sizes for Greenland White-fronted Geese wintering in Britain 1994/95.
	     SITE
	  AGE RATIO
	     SAMPLE
	     MEAN 


BRO​OD SI​ZE
	   SAMPLE

	Dyfi Estuary
	
14.97%
	
147
	
3.14
	
7

	Bute
	
13.79%
	
145
	
2.50
	
4

	Islay1
	
13.23%
	
4664
	
3.59
	
141

	Plockton
	
8.33%
	
12 
	
1
	
1

	Askernish,

South Uist
	
0%
	
40
	
-
	
-

	Moine Mhor
	
20.0%
	
20
	
4
	
1

	Danna
	
15.0%
	
40
	
6
	
1

	Loch of Mey,  Caithness
	
16.90%
	
189
	
3.63
	
8

	Westfield,

  Caithness
	
11.20%
	
116
	
3.50
	
8

	Assapol,

   Mull
	
20.0%
	
30
	
6
	
1

	Geroch,

  S​tranraer
	
9.0%
	
100
	
-
	
-

	West Freugh,

   Stranraer
	
21.43%
	
84
	
2.5
	
4

	Finniness,

Loch Ken
	
11.32%
	
53
	
6
	
1

	Coll
	
20.07%
	
279
	
-
	
-

	Tayinloan,

 Kintyre
	
24.38%
	
160
	
-
	
-

	TOTALS
	
13.97%
	
6079
	
3.55
	
177

	
	
	
	
	


1Details from Islay courtesy of Dr Malcolm Ogilvie

COUNT BREAKDOWN
A breakdown of the count totals giving the maximum counts per month and the census period totals is appended.  The counts on Islay showed substantial variation throughout the season, although regular numbers were maintained at around 11,000 birds which was similar to last winter's maximum count.  The average count from all the whole island counts was 11,009 (based upon 8 counts, data courtesy of Scottish Natural Heritage), 1000 up on last year(s equivalent value.
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