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SUMMARY
Complete census of all known Greenland White-fronted Goose wintering haunts found a total of 17,711 birds in autumn 1993 and 15,769 in spring 1994.  These comprised 1 and 7 in England, 123 and 145 in Wales, 11,679 and 9495 on Islay and 5908 and 6122 in the rest of Scotland in autumn and spring respectively.   Breeding success was above average, with 18.7% young (n=5582 aged), brood size was about average at 3.4 (n=216).  On the basis of these figures and counts from Ireland, the world population of Greenland White-fronted Geese stood at c.30,300 in 1993/94, based on counts of 30,241 (autumn) and 30,336 (spring).
INTRODUCTION
The 1993/94 survey was the twelfth annual census of Greenland White-fronted Geese carried out by the Greenland White-fronted Goose Study.  As usual, full census was attempted in autumn and spring to coincide with the International counts made concurrent​ly in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland and co-ordinated there by the National Parks and Wildlife Service from Dublin.  

COUNT TOTALS

The British totals were 17,711 birds in autumn 1993 and 15,769 in spring 1994.  Complete coverage was obtained except for Jura (c.20 birds) where no counts were received.  However, only single winter counts were received from Broadford (Skye), Muck, Mull, Lismore, Moine Mhor and Endrick Mouth (Loch Lomond).  

AGE RATIOS

Breeding success for Greenland White-fronted Geese from the summer of 1993 was back to just above average after the poor breeding season in 1992, the proportion of young being 18.7% amongst the aged sample, the mean brood size was 3.4 (see Table 1) based on a samples from a relative​ly restricted number of sites.   The age ratios at some larger resorts have still to be received.

Table 1.  Summary of age ratio determinations and brood sizes for Greenland White-fronted Geese wintering in Britain 1993/94.
	PRIVATE 
     SITE
	  AGE RATIO
	     SAMPLE
	     MEAN 


BRO​OD SI​ZE
	   SAMPLE

	Dyfi Estuary
	
1.6%
	
123
	
3
	
1

	Bute
	
20.2%
	
183
	
2.64
	
14

	Islay1
	
19.4%
	
4917
	
3.41
	
185

	Plockton
	
26.7%
	
15 
	
4
	
1

	Loch Hallan,

South Uist
	
20.0%
	
50
	
-
	
-

	Snizort, Skye
	
18.2%
	
22
	
4
	
1

	Loons, Orkney
	
16.3%
	
98
	
-
	
-

	Loch Heilen,  Caithness
	
33.3%
	
24
	
3.67
	
9

	Westfield,

  Caithness
	
12.0%
	
150
	
3.40
	
5

	TOTALS
	
18.7%
	
5582 
	
3.38
	
216

	
	
	
	
	


1Data from Islay courtesy of Dr Malcolm Ogilvie

COUNT BREAKDOWN
A breakdown of the count totals giving the maximum counts per month and the census period totals is appended.  As a consequence of the low breeding success in 1992, maximum numbers reported from many of the resorts are only starting to return to pre-1992 levels.  The counts on Islay showed substantial variation throughout the season, although regular numbers were maintained at around 10,500 birds which was similar to last winter's maximum count.  The average count from all the whole island counts was 10,262 (based upon 12 counts, data courtesy of Scottish Natural Heritage).

DETAILED SURVEY OF KINTYRE AND STRANRAER FLOCKS
Under a contract to Scottish Natural Heritage, RSPB carried out a detailed study of the roosting and feeding areas utilised by the Greenland White-fronted Geese on Kintyre and the Stranraer flocks.  The work was carried out by Dr Kate Thompson and Dr Nigel Harding, supervised by Dr Iain Bainbridge from the RSPB Edinburgh Scottish Headquar​ters Office and has been reported back to SNH.  The work was primarily to provide updates information about several proposed Special Protection Areas of importance for their wintering geese, especially Whitefronts.  The project identified the core feeding areas and key roost sites for both areas.

PUBLICATION OF A 12 YEAR REPORT ON GWFG COUNTS
This season marks the twelfth year since co-ordinated counts began in winter 1982/83.  To mark this occasion, the National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Office of Public Works in Dublin and the Greenland White-fronted Goose Study have produced a large report summarising the counts and research and conservation developments over this time period.  The report is available from Tony Fox at the Denmark address, cost (6-00 plus (1-50 postage and packing. 




