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Loch Scarmclate SSSI 39/190600

An important mesotrophic loch with rich marginal vegetation. Large
numbers of wintering wildfowl use the loch and the gently sloping open
areas of reseeded and rough pasture around the loch, especially to the
north and south sides, are well frequented by greylag and White fronted
geese. This area is used by Greenland White fronts:at some time every
winter. Geese have been seen flighting between here and Loch Heilen
(southward in late afternoon - almost dusk on one occastion), but during
the census, birds feeding locally flew to the loch to roost each night.

Drainage and Agricultural Change

None known.

Disturbance

Messrs Coghill at Stemster House were issued a license to shoot greylags
from DAFS for their land north of Loch Scarmclate at Stemster, Poolhoy

and Knockdee in 1983/84. Morning shooting dispersed birds away from

the land under pressure, hence geese have not been shot here. A licence
has been applied for in spring 1985. In addition, there is some shooting
of wildfowl and a few greylags on the loch as well as background
agricultural disturbance and possibly disturbance by anglers.
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Numbers

1972/73: 02/04: 75; 03/04: c 150

1974/75: 10/11: ¢ 80; 17/11: 90; 20/11: 110-120

1977/78: 27/04: 6

1978/79: 05/1l: c 80; 18/03: 130

1979/80: 16/10: 2; 25/02: 65 (flew to Durran Mains to Loch Heilen
and back to Durran Mains); 08/03: '"flock present"

1981/82: 14/04: 68; 16/04: 77; 17/04: departure?

1982/83: 14/11: 4; 12/12: 22; 02/01: 28; 13/03: 73; 20/03: 68;
01/04: 77 (no young); 13/04: ¢ 70; 17/04: 80

1983/84: 25/03: 102; 01/04: 67

1984/85: 02/12: 67-70; 09/02: 129 (4, 3, 3, 2, 2, 2, 1 and 1 j);
10/02: ¢ 80 (4, 4, 3, 3, 2, 1, 1 and 1 j); 17/02: 95;
10/03: 21; 17/03: 76; 25/03: 83 flew in to roost;
27/03: 80 flew in to roost; 31/03: 80 (3, 2, 2, 1, 1 and 1 j);
01/04: 80

Darvics

Despite numerous scans of legs at this
no darvics have ever been seen at this
Roost

Although seen flighting to Loch Heilen

to be a consistent roost for the goose
Caithness.
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site over a number of years,
important site.

in past years, this loch appears
flock frequenting central
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Census

During February counts, the Scarmclate group were seen on the fields
to the south-west of the loch, giving a good opportunity to age the
group and check for darvics. Of 129 geese on 9 February 1985, broods
of 4, 3, 3, 2, 2, 2, 1 and 1 were present and there were no darvics
out of over 100 birds checked. These birds flew down to the loch

to roost in the evening and were clearly not commuting to Loch Heilen
at that time. On 25 and 27 March, the White fronts were feeding
onCorsback and were watched flighting in to roost on Loch Scarmclate
at dusk, numbering 83 and 80 respectively. The flock (numbering 80)
were at the loch on 1 April also.
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Numbers

Loch Watten SSSI 39/230560

The loch is a large shallow exposed base-rich loch with a variety

of marginal vegetational types. The peripheral agricultural land
at the north-west end has frequenly attracted Greenland White fronts,
and forms part of the Loch Scarmaclate complex (qv). Two birds
were seen in flight over the south-east end of the loch on 29 March,
but no birds were found when the loch was checked for geese on 25,
27, 28 or 30 March 1985.

1975/76: 21/03: 30
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3¢  Knockglass 39/180530

An area of cereal and clean pasture with a matrix of rough pasture

and peatland vegetation adjacent to Loch of Toftinghall. This area
was checked without success for geese on 9 and 10 February and 24,

28 and 31 March 198S.
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Houstry - Backlass 39/210530

It rocky knoll swathed in rough pasture, reseed and some cereal area
used in conjunction with Toftinghall. This area was also checked

without success for geese on 9 and 10 February and 24, 28 and 31

March 1985.

Numbers

1980/81: 15/11: ¢ 100;

16/11:

80-85 flew NE from Loch of Toftinghall
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Loch of Toftinghall 39/190529

A base-poor peaty loch with little marginal vegetation and steep
peaty banks, surrounded by blanket mire, recently planted on the
western side which may have caused disturbance. The huge area to
the south is open peatland with well developed pool and hummock
topography and hence very attractive and worthy of exploratiom.

Drainage and Agricultural Change

Area immediately adjacent to loch drained and planted.

Disturbance

Probably little or no disturbance in previous years, but since 1980
large areas of moorlamd and flowbog adjacent to the loch have been
ploughed and planted with conifers and a new track extends down to

the lochside where hitherto a 2 km walk over rough ground was necessary.
The site is much used by fishermen but rarely when the geese are in
residence. The loch is base-poor, with little emergent vegetation

s0 is unattractive to other wildfowl or wildfowlers.

Numbers

1980/81: 16/11: 80-85; 27/12: 50+; 28/12: 46
1982/83: 14/11: 152 flew NE from loch 08.50

.

Roost ;-

Toftinghall is undoubtedly a roost, but used only occasionally; the
152 were seen leaving the loch at 08.50 to fly north-east and hence
may be part of the Heilen/Scarmclate group.

Census"

Toftinghall was visited on 8-10 February and 24, 28 and 31 March when
no birds were seen. On 31 March, the glen south and west of Watten
was searched for geese up along Scouthal Burn (39/232524) as far as
Shielton (39/206509) without finding any. There is abundant reseeded
and improved pasture along this burn which is rarely visited and may
be suitable for White fronts.
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